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“Response to Question Without Notice No 894.
Community Access to public sporting grounds:

Over the years, our Council has hired out our sports grounds to clubs and other sporting groups.

This arrangement has allowed these clubs to have certainty in their access to Council sporting grounds for training and comp matches.

In return, I understand some clubs have funded improvements to the grounds such as building grand stands, lights, change rooms etc at their own cost.

However, I believe under the current arrangement, some of Council’s sports grounds may be fenced off and some may even be locked, thereby restricting general access.

Can Council outline what measure we’re putting into place to let the community know that these grounds are also open to the public, especially outside the regular times booked by sporting clubs.

Also, are there any grounds that are locked up?  And if there are, what initiatives have we put in place to give the general community access to them?”

There are several lease agreements in place with various clubs. These agreements include conditions setting out the requirements on the club to spend significant amounts of money in developing amenities for the community.

The grounds are available to the general public and to other sporting clubs and schools as required when not in use. In this regard bookings for use of the grounds are sought from and managed by the club concerned. This arrangement generally works satisfactorily.

The grounds are often fenced and/or gate locked to prevent the access of vehicles on to the grounds. The grounds are sign posted as belonging to Fairfield City Council. 

The relevant clubs are responsible for the general maintenance of the infrastructure and often introduce compromise measures to account for potential vandalism.

Mike Hanrahan

Manager - City Assets
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